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As a volunteer on Hillary Clinton’s success-

ful campaign for Senator in 2000, and at Con-
gresswoman LOUISE SLAUGHTer’s campaign 
headquarters in 2001, Sam worked tirelessly. 
In 2005 he hopped on board Legislator 
Michele Iannello’s campaign. Following her 
victory, Sam went to work for Legislator 
Iannello in her district office for 2006 and 
2007. In 2008, he went to work for the Erie 
County Board of Elections and retired again in 
June, 2016. 

Sam is the loving father of Sam James 
Scinta and daughter-in-law Kerry, and a proud 
grandfather to Sam Jr. and Anthony. As a 
proud family man, while Sam’s son was 
young, Sam coached and served as President 
of the Little League at Public School 81 in the 
1970’s. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor Mr. Sam Scinta and 
his dedication to Democratic politics and our 
community. Sam’s commitment and depend-
ability are admirable and I am pleased to be 
able to recognize him today with the City of 
Tonawanda Democratic Committee as they 
present to him their Man of the Year Award. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SCOTT TAYLOR 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 6, 2017 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, due to travel 
with President Trump, I was unable to attend 
votes. Had I been present, I would have voted 
nay on Roll Call No. 122, yea on Roll Call No. 
123, nay on Roll Call No. 124, nay on Roll 
Call No. 125, and yea on Roll Call No. 126. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
WHISNANTS 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 6, 2017 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize The Whisnants, a musical ensemble 
from Morganton, North Carolina. On behalf of 
the people of Western North Carolina, I would 
like to congratulate The Whisnants for nearly 
50 years of the continued growth of their re-
markable ministry. 

This ministry began many years ago in 
1970, when John and Betty Whisnant and 
their family began singing gospel music in 
Morganton, North Carolina. The group has ex-
panded over the years, with members coming 
and going, but they have always remained 
true to their mission. This family has asked 
God to use their ministry to touch more and 
more lives, and he has clearly used their 
music to do so. In the 47 years since they got 
their start, the Whisnants have performed 
across the nation and the world. The 
Whisnants have been recognized as leaders 
in gospel music, and their songs have fre-
quently been awarded top accolades through-
out their career. 

As the family’s ministry continues to grow 
and as new generations of Whisnants take 
new roles, they do so with my prayers and 
continued best wishes. The Whisnants have 
been extraordinary representatives of our 

community across our state and nation. On 
behalf of the people of Western North Caro-
lina, it’s my honor to recognize them on this 
important family milestone. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 6, 2017 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to cast votes on Monday February 27, 2017 
due to a family medical emergency. Had I 
been present I would have voted: Roll Call No. 
100: YEA, Roll Call No. 101: NO, and Roll 
Call No. 102: YEA. 
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HONORING GAYLE SYPOSS FOR 
HER DEDICATED SERVICE TO 
THE COMMUNITY 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 6, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, my 
hometown county Democratic committee gath-
ered recently to honor the longtime chair of 
the City of Tonawanda Democratic committee, 
Gayle Syposs, to commemorate her service 
both to her community and to the Democratic 
Party. 

A career public servant, Gayle has in the 
past served as an elected member of her 
hometown city council, as a civil servant and 
appointed public servant in county govern-
ment, and at present once again serving her 
hometown as the Tonawanda City Clerk, 
where its elected leadership—be they Repub-
lican or Democratically affiliated—agree that 
her experience and institutional knowledge 
was critically important when the longtime in-
cumbent city clerk retired in 2015. 

But it is how Gayle came to public life that 
helps illustrate what is great about America, 
and about how committed people, working to-
gether, can be an effective voice for the com-
munities they love. 

In the 1970s, New York State government 
had plans to ‘‘improve’’ transportation in the 
city of Tonawanda—but the local community 
didn’t think much of it. The state wanted to 
change Niagara Street into a four lane high-
way, which would have turned this main thor-
oughfare adjacent to the city’s waterfront 
parks into a dangerous highway totally not in 
keeping with the needs and wants of city resi-
dents, destroying the city’s character in the 
process. 

This ill-conceived action midwifed the birth 
of a great civic and political activist in Gayle 
Syposs. After reading a newspaper article de-
tailing the number of old-growth trees destined 
to be removed to build this highway, Gayle 
formed a citizens’ committee that successfully 
fought the state’s top-down plan, preserving 
Niagara Street and the character of her home-
town the right way, in a grassroots, bottom-up 
fashion, energizing and educating neighbors to 
join the fight. 

Today, Niagara Street remains as it was, a 
low-speed thoroughfare adjacent to county 
and city parks, preserved, we hope, in per-

petuity for the enjoyment of residents and fam-
ilies during each of Western New York’s great 
four seasons. Gayle’s activism spawned a ca-
reer in public service and politics, leading her 
to 6 non-consecutive terms on the city council, 
and into greater governmental and political ac-
tivism—something from which so many West-
ern New York Democrats have benefited. 

Indeed, while I have known Gayle for the 
better part of thirty years, I have come to ben-
efit most directly since her city was included 
into my congressional district in 2012. In addi-
tion to being a steadfast supporter, Gayle has 
been a friend and an important link for me and 
for my staff to her local community—a service 
she has been kind enough to provide to me 
and to the people I work to serve. 

Gayle is, as I mentioned, currently the chair 
of the city of Tonawanda’s Democratic Com-
mittee, but that is only one of many titles she 
has held. While she has served as chair as 
long as many of us can remember, she also 
serves as Chair of the Erie County Association 
of Town Chairs, as Treasurer of the county 
Democratic party, and as a member of the 
New York State Democratic Committee. 

A few weeks ago, Gayle was honored by 
our Erie County Democratic Committee as the 
2017 recipient of the Joseph F. Crangle Leg-
acy Award. Named for our legendary former 
county and state chairman, this award is the 
gold standard for local Democrats; it rightfully 
raises Gayle’s name among the great leaders 
of our party. 

But no one should imagine that earning this 
award will mean that Gayle will slow down 
anytime soon. Gayle will likely read this 
speech, reflect upon it for a few moments, and 
quickly move on to a call she recently re-
ceived about a broken sidewalk, or pass along 
the résumé of a neighbor’s college-aged 
grandson who is looking for an opportunity as 
he works his way through college. Gayle’s 
dedication to her country, her community and, 
yes, her party, represent all that is great about 
Western New York, and I am thankful for the 
opportunity to honor her and to have the 
House take note of the many positive contribu-
tions she has made throughout our commu-
nity. 

f 

HONORING MS. AILEEN CLARKE 
HERNANDEZ 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 6, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the extraordinary life of Aileen Clarke Her-
nandez. With her passing on February 13, 
2017 in Irvine, California, I look to recognize 
her passion for women’s equality, and the in-
valuable influence it has had on our nation. 

Aileen was born in Brooklyn on May 23, 
1926, to Charles Henry Clarke, and Ethel Lou-
ise Hall. Ms. Hernandez excelled in school 
and graduated magna cum laude from Howard 
University, where she was drawn into politics 
and worked with the NAACP. In 1951, she 
took an organizing job with the West Coast di-
vision of the International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union. 

Her work with the Garment Workers Union 
brought her to California, and led to her in-
volvement in California politics and govern-
ment, where she eventually was appointed as 
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